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HOUSE BI LL 3356

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Dunn, MCune, Canpbell, Hankins, Sunp, Ahern,
Arnmstrong, and Kretz

AN ACT Relating to property tax relief for retired persons and
persons retired by reason of disability; and amendi ng RCW 84. 36. 379,
84. 36. 381, 84.36.383, 52.18.090, and 52.26. 270.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB84.36.379 and 2005 ¢ 248 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature finds that the property tax exenption authorized by
Article VII, section 10 of the state Constitution should be nmade

avai | ahl e ((ep—thebasts—ola retiredperson-s—ab-bHtytopayproperty
g he | : . I , il

to all individuals retired by reason of age or disability. The
| egislature further finds that veterans wth one hundred percent
servi ce-connected disabilities have given so nuch to our country that
t hey deserve property tax relief.

Sec. 2. RCWB84.36.381 and 2005 ¢ 248 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:
A person shall be exenpt fromany legal obligation to pay all or a
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portion of the anmount of excess and regul ar real property taxes due and
payable in the year followng the year in which a claimis filed, and
thereafter, in accordance with the foll ow ng:

(1) The property taxes must have been inposed upon a residence
whi ch was occupi ed by the person claimng the exenption as a princi pal
pl ace of residence as of the tinme of filing: PROVIDED, That any person
who sells, transfers, or is displaced from his or her residence my
transfer his or her exenption status to a replacenent residence, but no
claimant shall receive an exenption on nore than one residence in any
year: PROVI DED FURTHER, That confinenent of the person to a hospital,
nur si ng honme, boarding hone, or adult famly hone shall not disqualify
the claimof exenption if:

(a) The residence is tenporarily unoccupi ed;

(b) The residence is occupied by a spouse and/or a person
financially dependent on the claimant for support; or

(c) The residence is rented for the purpose of paying nursing hone,
hospital, boarding honme, or adult famly honme costs;

(2) The person claimng the exenption nust have owned, at the tine
of filing, in fee, as a |life estate, or by contract purchase, the
residence on which the property taxes have been inposed or if the
person claimng the exenption lives in a cooperative housing
associ ation, corporation, or partnership, such person nust own a share
therein representing the unit or portion of the structure in which he
or she resides. For purposes of this subsection, a residence owned by
a marital community or owned by cotenants shall be deened to be owned
by each spouse or cotenant, and any lease for |ife shall be deened a
life estate;

(3) The person claimng the exenption nust be (a) sixty-one years
of age or older on Decenber 31st of the year in which the exenption
claimis filed, or nmust have been, at the tine of filing, retired from
regul ar gai nful enploynent by reason of disability, or (b) a veteran of
the arned forces of the United States with one hundred percent service-
connected disability as provided in 42 US. C Sec. 423 (d)(1)(A as
anended prior to January 1, 2005. However, any surviving spouse of a
person who was receiving an exenption at the tinme of the person's death
shall qualify if the surviving spouse is fifty-seven years of age or
ol der and otherw se neets the requirenents of this section((+
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Sec. 3. RCWB84.36.383 and 2006 ¢ 62 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in RCW 84.36.381 through 84.36.389, except where the
context clearly indicates a different neaning:

(1) The term "residence" mnmeans a single famly dwelling unit
whet her such wunit be separate or part of a multiunit dwelling,
including the land on which such dwelling stands not to exceed one
acre, except that a residence includes any additional property up to a
total of five acres that conprises the residential parcel if this
| arger parcel size is required under |and use regul ations. The term
shall also include a share ownership in a cooperative housing
associ ation, corporation, or partnership if the person claimng
exenption can establish that his or her share represents the specific
unit or portion of such structure in which he or she resides. The term
shall also include a single famly dwelling situated upon |ands the fee
of which is vested in the United States or any instrunmentality thereof
including an Indian tribe or in the state of Wshington, and
notw t hst andi ng the provi sions of RCW 84.04.080 and 84.04. 090, such a
resi dence shall be deened real property.

(2) The term"real property” shall also include a nobile hone which
has substantially lost its identity as a nobile unit by virtue of its
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being fixed in |location upon | and owned or | eased by the owner of the
nmobi | e hone and placed on a foundation (posts or blocks) wth fixed
pi pe, connections with sewer, water, or other utilities. A nobile hone
| ocated on |l and | eased by the owner of the nobile hone is subject, for
tax billing, paynent, and collection purposes, only to the personal
property provisions of chapter 84.56 RCW and RCW 84. 60. 040.

(3) "Departnment” means the state departnent of revenue.

(4) ((=Combines
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£6y)) "Cotenant”™ neans a person who resides with the person
claimng the exenption and who has an ownership interest in the
resi dence.

((6H)) (5) "Disability" has the same neaning as provided in 42
U S. C Sec. 423(d)(1)(A) as anended prior to January 1, 2004, or such
subsequent date as the director may provide by rule consistent with the
pur pose of this section.

Sec. 4. RCW52.18.090 and 1990 ¢ 294 s 10 are each anmended to read
as follows:

A person who is receiving the exenption contained in RCW 84. 36. 381
t hrough 84. 36. 389 shall be exenpt fromany | egal obligation to pay ((a
pertioen)) seventy-five percent of the charge inposed by this chapter

{ ( accordi-ng—to—thetoHowng—

_ag. 5) (b) (i) —shaklt : T F
eharge)) .

Sec. 5. RCW52.26.270 and 2004 ¢ 129 s 33 are each anended to read
as follows:

A person who is receiving the exenption contained in RCW 84. 36. 381
through 84.36.389 is exenpt from any legal obligation to pay ((a
pertioen)) seventy-five percent of the benefit charge inposed under this
chapter ((as—feHows—
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